
 
 
 

 
Southwest Power Pool 

SEAMS STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING 

August 3, 2016 

AEP Offices, Dallas, TX 
 

• M I N U T E S •  
 

Agenda Item 1 – Administrative Items 

Seams Steering Committee (SSC) Chair Paul Malone, NPPD, called the meeting to order at 
approximately 8:30 am. The following SSC members were in attendance: 

Paul Malone, NPPD; 
Bary Warren, South Central MCN/GridLiance 
Jason Atwood, NTEC; (Participated by phone) 
Ray Bergmeier, Sunflower; (Participated by phone) 
Jim Jacoby, AEP; 
Jeff Knottek, CUS (Participated by phone) 
Jake Langthorn, OG&E 
Chris Lyons, Exelon (Participated by phone) 
Katy Onnen, KCPL; 
Steve Sanders, WAPA 
Jordan Schmick, Xcel; 
Marguerite Wagner, ITC 
Clint Savoy, SPP Staff Secretary 
 

Harold Keys (Participated by phone), Entergy, was recognized as proxy for Ollie Burke, Entergy. 
 
Background materials for this meeting can be found on the SPP website at:  
http://www.spp.org/spp-documents-filings/?id=20425  
 
The minutes from the July 8, 2016, SSC meeting were not voted on because they were not posted in time 
to be reviewed by the group. They will be reviewed at the next SSC meeting. 
 
The agenda was reviewed and accepted.  
 
The action item list was reviewed and SPP staff provided an update on each of the action items.  

Agenda Item 2 – Seams Outlook 

Clint Savoy, SPP, reviewed the seams outlook. Mr. Savoy identified the ongoing seams activities 
between SPP and SPP’s neighbors, highlighting which topics were Operational, Regulatory, or Planning 
related.  Each item referenced latest actions, status, and expected timeframe for completion.  
 

Agenda Item 3 – Seams Project Cost Allocation Business Practice 

Clint Savoy, SPP, presented an overview of the timeline of events that occurred to approve the seams 
projects policy paper and the seams projects cost allocation methodology that was used when drafting 
the revisions to the Tariff that was submitted to FERC in docket ER15-2705. The presentation also 
provided an overview of the reasons for rejection cited by the Commission, the action item assigned by 
the MOPC, the comments and concerns submitted by ITC in accordance with the SPP revision request 



 
 
 

comment period process, as well as a general overview of the timeline for approving a revision request of 
this nature.  
 
David Kays, OKGE, asked if there was an attempt by SPP staff to address the concerns raised by FERC 
in the rejection in order to refile the Tariff revisions. Sam Loudenslager, SPP, noted that after the rejection 
order SPP staff and FERC staff held a conference call which concluded with FERC advised against 
attempting to refile these changes. 
 
The group was also asked to provide input on any stakeholder organizational groups, other than those 
listed in the presentation, should have a chance to review and approve the revision request. It was 
suggested that the Transmission Working Group (TWG) and the Economic Studies Working Group 
(ESWG) also be added to the list of working groups to review and approve the revision request. 
 
Jake Langthorn, OKGE, made a motion for the SSC to direct a small task force to revise the draft revision 
request language to address concerns raised by the group, using the presented proposed revision 
request as a starting point. The motion received a second from Jordan Schmick, Xcel Energy. The motion 
was approved by a vote of 8 “yes” votes and 5 “no” votes. Mr. Langthorn will be responsible for leading 
the work by the small group. Those interested in participating were told to send an email to the staff 
secretary, Clint Savoy, by COB on Thursday, August 4. 
 
David Kays, OKGE, added that it would be beneficial to include the background documents for the 
approved policy, such as the whitepaper and RSC and BOD minutes, in the Reference Documents folder 
on the SSC site on www.spp.org.    
 

Agenda Item 4 – NIPSCO Order Update 

David Kelley, SPP, provided an update to the group on the actions that SPP staff had taken since the last 
SSC meeting. Mr. Kelley informed the group that SPP had filed for intervention without comments in 
EL13-88, citing the clarification requested from ITC. SPP also filed for intervention in FERC docket ER16-
1969, which is the MISO tariff revision compliance filing to satisfy the requirements of the EL13-88 order.    
 

Agenda Item 5 – CMPWG/CMPC Update 

Kevin Paletskih, SPP, provided an update on the ongoing activities of the CMPWG. Mr. Paletskih’s report 
highlighted activities such as the next CMPWG meeting, the activities related to AECI joining the CMP, 
generation changing Balancing Authorities, flowgates with generator contingencies, and an issue related 
to Sunflower and WPEK being modeled differently in the NNL model than they are in the EMS and IDC 
models.      

Agenda Item 6 – AECI CMP Mock Allocations 2.0 

Divakar Arora, SPP, reviewed the results of the second mock allocation run for the inclusion of AECI in 
the CMP. The presentation detailed how the allocations would change for SPP once the transition was 
implemented. The transition is now tentatively scheduled for the fall of 2016, most likely in October. Mr. 
Arora pointed out an issue with the greater than 5% point-to-point impacts on flowgate 5364 (slide 4 of 
the presentation). This mock allocation incorrectly indicated no SPP point-to-point impacts and the issue 
will be corrected in the next mock run. Paul Malone, NPPD, requested that future presentations include 
the legacy BA for each flowgate. Mr. Malone also asked why Southwestern Power Administration (SPA) 
was not a member of the CMP group. David Kelley, SPP, replied that SPA is its own Balancing Authority 
and that the SPA resources are not available for SPP to dispatch.  



 
 
 

Agenda Item 7 – MISO Regional Transfers 

Gerardo Ugalde, SPP, provided a report on the flows between the MISO north and south systems. These 
flows will be used to determine the financial settlements for use of the SPP transmission system to 
facilitate power flows between the two parts of the MISO system. Jake Langthorn, OKGE, raised an issue 
with some of the labeling on slide 4. Mr. Langthorn recommended changing the “percent of time spent 
within ASC limits” to “percent of time spent within the ±1000 MW contract path limit” to help reduce 
confusion about what the value was actually trying to express. Paul Malone, NPPD, also asked whether 
or not the SPP Day-Ahead Market operators were notified of the changes in direction of flows (north-
south changing to south-north) to be used in consideration when performing the Day-Ahead Market 
processes. Gerardo, Ugalde, SPP, responded that the SPP Day-Ahead Market operators did have 
access to that information. 

Agenda Item 8 – Monthly Market-to-Market Update 

Gerardo Ugalde, SPP, reviewed the Market-to Market (M2M) settlement results from events that occurred 
during June 2016 resulting in greater than $100,000 in settlements. There were 5 events where the 
resulting settlements were greater than $100,000. Mr. Ugalde noted that the settlements for flowgate 
6012 seemed to be more reasonable than they had been previously and a potential reason could be that 
there were TLRs issued to help reduce flows on flowgate 6012. TLRs had not been issued during 
previous M2M events on flowgate 6012. Katy Onnen, KCPL, asked whether or not SPP had the option to 
request resettlement for previous events. SPP staff will review that option. 
 

Agenda Item 9 – Interface Pricing 

Gerardo Ugalde, SPP, presented a recent initiative between SPP, MISO, and PJM to analyze a potential 
issue of double-counting for congestion in inter-market transactions. The issue was first raised by the 
MISO Internal Market Monitor (IMM) in 2012. Mr. Ugalde walked through the issue with the current 
methodology if pricing interfaces. Mr. Ugalde also presented the MISO IMM approach and the PJM 
approach to resolving the issue. Paul Malone, NPPD, asked if SPP knew how big of an issue this actually 
is for SPP and whether or not SPP Market Monitoring Unit (MMU) had an opinion on this issue. SPP staff 
reported that there has not yet been analysis on how big of an issue this could be. Kevin Bates, SPP 
MMU, reported that the SPP MMU does not yet have a formal opinion on this issue.      
   

Agenda Item 10 – SPP-MISO Coordinated System Plan Update 

Adam Bell, SPP, provided an update for the SPP-MISO Coordinated System Plan (CSP). Mr. Bell 
reported that both the SPP and MISO representatives on the SPP-MISO Joint Planning Committee (JPC) 
supported performing a targeted study in 2016. However, it seems that there is a difference of opinion on 
what “targeted” means. The SPP position was that the SPP and MISO regional processes would be 
leveraged to determine the needs of the study whereas the MISO position was that the study would focus 
only on needs in the Integrated System (IS) area seam between SPP and MISO. During the SPP-MISO 
Interregional Planning Stakeholder Advisory Committee (IPSAC) meeting held on August 2, SPP and 
MISO each presented a recommended needs list to be included in the study scope. SPP and MISO are 
requesting stakeholder feedback on which set of needs should be used for the 2016 SPP-MISO CSP. Mr. 
Bell told the group that SPP staff will be working with MISO staff to send out email exploder requests for 
stakeholder feedback on the list of needs as well as any revisions to the study scope. The SPP-MISO 
IPSAC will be expected to formally endorse the scope, including the list of needs, during the next meeting 
which is currently being tentatively scheduled for September 7.    
 
 



 
 
 

Agenda Item 11 – Future Meetings   

Clint Savoy, SPP, informed the group of the upcoming SSC meetings scheduled.  The next scheduled 
meetings will occur on:  

 September 9, 2016 SSC Teleconference (Register) 
 October 5, 2016 SSC Face-to-Face (Register) 
 November 2, 2016 SSC Teleconference (Register) 

 
 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 1:52 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Clint Savoy 



Southwest Power Pool 

SEAMS STEERING COMMITTEE 

Pending Action Items Status Report 

 

August 3, 2016 

 

ID Action Item Date 
Originated 

Status Comments 

   Closed  

038 Report to the SSC on the parallel 
flow usage in Day-Ahead which 
results in reduced capacity for SPP 
below the SPP FFE 

01/09/2015 In progress SSC was updated in May 
2016 

043 Revisit with MISO a single cost 
allocation benefit metric for all types 
of interregional projects  

08/12/2015 In progress Ongoing through the process 
improvement effort through 
IPSAC Process. 

044 Review FERC’s rejection of the 
Seams Project Cost Allocation 
proposal 

12/03/2015 In progress Draft business practice 
presented to SSC in August 
2016 

046 Share the MOU with MISO for 
Operational enhancements to M2M 

6/8/2016 In Progress  

047 Report to SSC on how pseudo-ties 
are treated in the Planning 
processes 

6/8/2016 In Progress  

 
 



Seams Steering Committee Attendance
Date: August 3, 2016

Attend Status First Name Last Name Position Company

X M Paul  Malone  Chairman Nebraska Public Power District 

X M Bary Warren Vice‐Chair South Central MCN/GridLiance

X M Jason Atwood Member Northeast Texas Electric Cooperative

X M Ray Bergmeier Member Sunflower Electric Power Corporation

M Oliver  Burke Member Entergy Services, Inc.

X M Jim  Jacoby Member  AEP 

X M Jeff  Knottek Member City Utilities Springfield MO

X M Jake Langthorn Member OG&E

X M Chris Lyons Member Exelon

X M Katy Onnen Member Kansas City Power & Light

X M Steve Sanders Member
Western Area Power Administration ‐ 
UGPR

X M Jordan Schmick Member Xcel Energy

X M Marguerite Wagner Member ITC

X P Harold Keys Proxy Entergy Services, Inc.

X S Clint Savoy SPP Staff Secretary Southwest Power Pool

X S Divakar Arora Southwest Power Pool

Status: M ‐ Member   P ‐ Proxy   S‐ SPP Staff    G ‐ Guest
Page 1



Seams Steering Committee Attendance
Date: August 3, 2016

X S Kevin Bates Southwest Power Pool

X S Adam  Bell Southwest Power Pool

X S Matt Harward Southwest Power Pool

X S Chris Karamales Southwest Power Pool

X S David Kelley Southwest Power Pool

X S Sam Loudenslager Southwest Power Pool

X S Gerardo Ugalde Southwest Power Pool

X G David Binkley ITC

X G Ray Brush NWE

X G Robert Burner Duke Energy

X G Ella Caillouette NWE

X G Shawnee Claiborn‐Pinto Public Utility Commission of Texas

X G Michael Erbrick MICS

X G Blaine Erhardt Basin Electric

X G Jim  Flucke KCPL

X G Clifford Franklin Westar Energy Inc

X G Steve Gaw The Wind Coalition

Status: M ‐ Member   P ‐ Proxy   S‐ SPP Staff    G ‐ Guest
Page 2



Seams Steering Committee Attendance
Date: August 3, 2016

X G David Kays OKGE

X G Kevin Kingsley Montana‐Dakota Utilities Co.

X G Tom Kleckner RTO Insider

X G Jason Mazigan

X G Adam  McKinnie MOPSC

X G Fred Meyer

X G Dennis Reed Sunflower

X G Heather Starnes Healy Law Offices/MJMEUC

Status: M ‐ Member   P ‐ Proxy   S‐ SPP Staff    G ‐ Guest
Page 3
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